West Kocotenay “/omen's Newslctter U

We've been rather late in getting this issuc of the ncwsletter
out, but we've finally done it. Thc Women's Centre is running low
on funds and we'vec had to lay off two of our staff -~ onc full-time
worker and our part-time typist (she's still typing for us out of the
gZoodness of her heart and of coursc, for the goodness of the movement)
Conscquently things have been a 1little slow and haphazard. We have
rcapplied for funding for September and hopefully we'll get cnough to
keecp our Centre going and staffod, and enough to carry out somc
workshops/course for women in Nelson, This will be the last newsletter
until Scptcmber. By then, we should be ready to go full force ahcad,
after enjoying the warm summer days. Wco will still accept letters,
articlcs, information for thc newslctter during t he summer. Also
the Women's Centrc will be open during the summer lion-Fri 9-4,

secceescenvssseess Nelson Women's Contre MeCtLiNng eeesvcescvsersvercrecs

There will be an open meeting of the Women's Centrc at 490
Baker Strcet Wednesday,Junc 27th 7:30 pm. At this mccting we will try
to cover some o ork for projeccts to be carricd out in the fall
(going on th Jaﬁéhﬁﬁtggp that our Centrc will be refunded).
Arcas we'll ‘bc coveringh
1. Commanity video -~ poksibilities for Contre, women's shows ctc.
2, Newslctter, .collcctivi S
3. Family Planning Grant Application- idcas for a birth control clinic
4, Course/workshop for women in Nelson - what topics? resource people?
If youtlre intecrcsted ;ﬁ any of thcsc arcas and have some idess, comoc
and' sharc them with ud. Arc you intercsted in working on a part-time
basis for the Women's Centre in thc fall? Apnlications will be taken
for projeccts that you may wish to initiatc or work on ongoing projects.

That's Junc 27th 7:30 pm
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Good News!? Wecst Kootenays Gets Representative on National Advisory
CommittcGeiese.eew..s. Susan Chariton was choscn to sit on thc Nat-
iona 1 Advisory Council on the status of women in Canada. This
committec will be adyvising John lunro (Miq;ster Responsible for the Sta-
tus of Women). Suc is from Rossland and is at prescnt, chairperson

for the Status of omen Council, She was onc of thc organizers of the
Status of Women Conference heold last fall at Sclkirk Collcege and also
helped to coordinate the coursc About iWomen. Suc is onc of the 28
mcnbers on the committec and hor first mecceting in Ottawa is scheduled
for July 10th., She will be rcprosenting the women in the West Kootonays
in Ottawa so it's important for her to get lots of fecdback from

all of us. If you ha ve any suggestions, complaints, rccommcndations,
or anything concerningyou, as a woman, do get in touch with Suc before
July 10th, Her address is Box621 , Rossland , phone 362-9461,

Another woman from B.C., is also on the committee - Joan Wallace, a
public rclations cajsultant and past\preqidcnt_bf thc Vancouver Status

of Women Council, . ‘ Voo \ \ |
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Report from the Ombudservicce- Trail Status of Women Council:

-~ A female student was apulying for a summer job with the health unit.
She was told, that thcre were no jobs for women. She woent to scc

Dr. Schmitt. who told her he didn't .think women would be intcrested in
the job but he was willing to hire her. Manpower is not supgposed to
discrirminate on thc basis of sex without a bonafide rcason. *

-— Women applying for ¢ summer job with the forestry scrvice passed tho
basic requiremcents but were later informed that for this specific job
the scerviec would only havc male crews. They got a job with the
service , but it was a lower paying onc., The Human Rights Act does
not affcct crown corporations. This is another cxamplce of why the

- act nceds changing. We will forward this complaint to Kathlcen Ruff,
-- A woman, whose husband dicd, beccamc aware that the Cominco pension
Plan is not what it should be., She fclt she was mislcad as to what
““her income would bc after she became widowed. She felt that some-~
thing must be donc to improve the plan as it must be very hard on
women who do not have another source of incomc,



-- Women have also complaincd to us that the department stores do not
give equal pay for equal work., They zpparcntly usc different job
titles as a way of getting around this. Any wore information from
women working in these storcs would be approciated,

-- Cominco has announced & policy of cqual pay for cqual work. BRAVO!
-- a wouan camc to the Women's Centre and said that she was refuscd a
Jjob at Juadra dHanufacturing in Trail ‘becausc of lack of washroom
facilities and becausc the men on the assembly linc would dive her
a rough time ( wuadra has no women cmployccs in the factory).‘Upon

talking to the personncl managoer therce I discovcecred that ycs indccdl
they did have washroom facilities for women, I gskcd him why they
didn't hirc women in the factory and he replicd that nobody just
works on the asscmbly linc, that they have a rotating policy and
that cntailed tightening nuts and bolts and lifting in cxcess of 50
pounds . ~ things which women were physically incapable of, If any
women arce getting the same run around, goet in touch with the om-
budscrvice and wc'll scc if we can do anything to enlighten thesc
people on our rcal capabilitics. liost of thusc ¢xcuses are a run-
around. 50 give us detcils ifi you're getting the same runarounds.

- You can remain anonymous if you wishe.

Contact:

Nora Tinsley Susan Charlton
11 78 Bay Avc,, . or . . Box 621
Trail, Rossland,

368~-9114 362-9461

Forced Sterilization nracticed in Castlogard

~ The Arrow, an OFY newspapcr for the Woest Koo%cnays roccntly printcd
a short articlc wherce a woman was rcfuscd an abortion at the Castleger
and District Hospital last fall unless ghe agrecd to be sterilizcd,.
La st weeck 2 woman told me how & year ago, whilce sho was in having an
abortion in Ca stlega r, a doctor camc¢ into the room and while she was
sedated told her that she would also have to have a tubal ligation.
Being heavily drugged and becausce she was afraid that shce might not get
the o bortion she agrced to being steriliz ed. What kind of medical
. cthics arc being practiced in Castlcegar? Any onc out there with similar
expericnces a t the hands of powcrstripping doctors playing God.Let's
hear about thom . VWomen's Centre. 490 Baker Stroct, Nelson. is com-
piling casas of uncthical medica 1 practices, complaints cte. All.
information is strictly confidcntial,

On the quostion of abortion, about two months ago there was a hcad-
linc in the papcer where Otto Lang stated that cbortion laws should be
tightcened, Although nothing will probably be brought before the Housc
for a while to come yct, unless we make our individual voiccs heard now
we will continuec to be &t the mercy of politicians & nd lawmakers who
never ha ve to deal with the actual suffering involved in unwanted proeg-
nancics.There arc many anti-abortion groups with wmuch financial backing
(whero's all the moncy coming from anyways) that arc putting pressurce
on the government to tighten up abortion laws, VWe belicve that cach in-
dividual should ministcer hor/his own conscicncce on the gquestion of '
abortion and tha t pcople involved in anti-abortion groups arc froc
not to have abortions themselves, It is intcresting to note, that whilce
I was attending Jomen's Weck at U.B.C. in February therc was an anti-
abortion booth sct up, showing slides and passing out glossy (rathor'
gory) . pamphlcts on the horrors of abortion, The intercesting thing was
that the booth was being run by three ment Maybe they couldn'’t find any
wonien to support them or perhaps they fclt more qualificd to be experts
on the topic.The only rcal oxperts arc the women who havc had to
actually dcal with this problem. Any w omen wio have had an abortion
and/or who strongly fccl that abortion should be removed from the crim-
inal codc and be made available to women without recriminations and
threats of stcerilization should write to John Munro,Ministcr Rcsponsible
for thec Status of Women, and to Otto Lang, Ministcr of Justicc,
Parliament Buildings, Ottawa, Ontario.
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Coursc About Women " most successful scrics cver held at Sclkirk Colloge™
‘Much credit goes to coursc organizers Pauline Wah and Suc Charlton,
Pollowing is a reprint of a letter sent to Suc re the coursc:
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