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BCFW

british celumbia federation of women

Office of the Attorney-General
Parliament Buildincs

Victoriz, British Columbiz
VEV1iX

Dezr lr. Villizms:

.'e are appalled To learn that the Legal Services Society's funds

have been cut back by 1.% million dollars. mh* will notv enable
the Lecal Services Society to fulfill its mandate toc the poor zand
disadvantaced people of E.C., of vhom the ma;orlty are women, Due
To our ecconomic situation the nunbers of people cderendent on the
Lecal Cervices tocliety “or access to Justice zre increasing rapidly
ané accorcin~ to the Le~al Services Society there zre £imost no
legzal services lelt for Family Court. Access to the Justice systenm
is 2 fundarentzl human richt. ret ve learn that 2.000 people will
not get lawyers next year beczvse of tichter elicibility criferis,
2,500 more vill not et z lavwyer for criminal trials, and 2,000
more will not b»e rerrecsentec in diverces. VWe learn that O“nation
and educatilon rrocrams have been cut back and that laxyers who do
lecal a2id ere naid 12.5 rercent lescs to do so.
we are apralled that funcding fC“ lecal essistance in custody dispute
was cut bacl in April 1982. 4 woman must already have custody of he
chilcéren and rmust Tte bhatitered or have a Well founded epprekhencsiocon
that che cr one ol ner family rembers will Tte hattered before che
will receive lerzl zssigstance.
e demand that the Attorney- imm tely restore all Turdinr
to the Le~zl “errices lociet the orné;~?errra1 continue
to Tund the Le~gl Zervices & o the level necessary to
Tel1fill ite mandzate; zné tha torney-General “und services
to liticants in Family Court.

Yours Truly,
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