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We l c o m e to the W o m e n ' s Cent re ! The fo l lowing gu ide prov ides y o u w i th s o m e of the 
in fo rmat ion to ques t ions y o u wi l l be a s k e d as a d r op - i n volunteer . T h i s gu ide won ' t 
answer a l l the ques t ions a n d s o m e of the in fo rmat ion wi l l change over t ime , but that 's 

why we have staff — to he lp y o u answer those ques t i ons . 

The gu ide has three sec t ions . 

• T h e first par t is " A year at a g l a n c e " to give y o u a sense of what genera l l y h a p p e n s e a c h 
year. 

• Next , there is a l ist ing of " O n - g o i n g act iv i t i es a n d c o m m i t t e e s " to fami l iar ize y o u with 
what h a p p e n s here and who ' s invo l ved . 

• The last part , " U p c o m i n g e v en t s " , g ives you in fo rmat i on to he lp pass o n to w o m e n who 
ca l l or c o m e in . 

Thank y o u for vo lunteer ing at the W o m e n ' s Centre . We apprec ia t e your suppor t . 

W W W 

A year at a glance — annual events and groups 
F a l l 

• new p r o g r a m m i n g starts at the Centre 
• A n n u a l Gene ra l Mee t ing of the W K W A in Sep t embe r 
• or ientat ion for the new co l l ec t i ve 

• new g roups for W o m e n in A b u s i v e Re lat ions and Surv i v o r s of C h i l d h o o d A b u s e 

Winte r 
• D e c e m b e r 6 m e m o r i a l to honour the w o m e n murde r ed at the Mon t r ea l m a s s a c r e a n d other 

w o m e n who have d i ed v io lent ly 
• so ls t ice ce l ebra t ion in m i d - D e c e m b e r 

• the centre is genera l l y c l o s ed between Chr i s tmas a n d N e w Year 

S p r i n g 

• new sess i ons for W o m e n in A b u s i v e Re la t ionsh ips a n d S u r v i v o r s of C h i l d h o o d A b u s e 
• Internat ional W o m e n ' s Day, M a r c h 8 — usua l l y a n act iv i ty at the centre o n the 8 th and F i v e 

F e m i n i s t M inu tes Cabare t o n the Sa turday c losest to M a r c h 8. 

S u m m e r 

• mos t p r o g r a m m i n g wraps up a n d w o m e n head outs ide 
• the West K o o t e n a y W o m e n ' s Fes t i va l on the s e c o n d w e e k e n d in A u g u s t 



On-going activities and committees 

Committees 
• C o o r d i n a t i n g co l l ec t i ve — tradit ional ly, this g roup m a n a g e s the bus iness of the West 

Koo t enay W o m e n ' s A s s o c i a t i o n . It has met once a m o n t h o n the first T u e s d a y of the mon th . 
Current ly , it is be ing res t ructured . More in fo rmat ion wi l l be ava i lab le s o o n . Cur r en t co l lec t ive 
m e m b e r s : T r a c e y A l l e n , Cha i r ; L i n d a Hawk ins , Treasurer ; D e b o r a h S c h w a r t z , Sec re ta ry ; 
Betty D a n i e l ; S h e r r y C o u r n o y e r ; Suzanne M a c k e n z i e . 

• W o m e n ' s C e n t r e c o m m i t t e e - the commi t t e e mee ts T h u r s d a y m o r n i n g s e a c h week to m a k e 
dec i s i ons about p r o g r a m m i n g a n d admin is t ra t i on of the w o m e n ' s centre . T h e m e m b e r s are: 
Bet ty D a n i e l , Cha i r ; S ue A n d e r s o n , Magg i e Shir ley , T r a c y A l l e n , M o e L y o n s a n d D e b o r a h 
Schwar t z . 

• F i n a n c e c o m m i t t e e — meets mon th l y to d i s cuss the f inances of the cent re a n d the 
a ssoc i a t i on . It cons i s t s of L i n d a Hawk ins ; Penny Bonne t t ; D e b o r a h S c h w a r t z a n d Sus i e 
O ' D o n n e l l (our bookkeepe r ) . 

• H o u s e C o m m i t t e e — oversaw the purchase and renovat ions to J e a n M a c k e n z i e House and 
now m a n a g e s the house . Sa l l y Mackenz i e , Suzanne M a c k e n z i e , Pat Gri f f i ths a n d Magg i e 
Sh i r l ey mee t at M i m i ' s o n a semi - regu lar bas is . Th i s g roup has three s u b - c o m m i t t e e s : the 
ma in t enance c ommi t t e e , headed by Pat Grif f iths; the projects c o m m i t t e e cha i r ed by Sa l l y 
M a c k e n z i e a n d the ya rd commi t t e e led by L y n Merry feather . 

• F u n d r a i s i n g C o m m i t t e e — organizes events to he lp raise funds for the A s s o c i a t i o n . The 
c o m m i t t e e cons i s t s of M o e L y o n s and whoever vo lunteers to he lp out. No t to be con fused 
with . . . 

• F u n d r a i s i n g M a n a g e m e n t C o m m i t t e e — m a n a g e s a n d p lans the overa l l fundra is ing p lans 
a n d act iv i t ies to raise m o n e y to pay the mor tgage a n d other a s soc i a t ed cos ts of the house . 
The w o m e n o n this c o m m i t t e e are: J a n i c e Butler, J a n e t Sawyer , A n n Harvey , Suzanne 
M a c k e n z i e , M o e L y o n s and Magg i e Shir ley. 

Activities 

• Wonder fu l W e d n e s d a y s — offers a var iety of act iv i t ies e a c h W e d n e s d a y even ing , beg inn ing 
at 7 :00 . The first Wednesday of e a c h m o n t h is a v ideo night . O n the s e c o n d Wednesday 
there wi l l be a po l i t i ca l d i s c u s s i o n . The fo l lowing offers an e ven ing wi th a w o m a n who is 
do ing s o m e t h i n g y o u want to hear/talk about. T h e fourth W e d n e s d a y is c a l l ed "Recrea t ing 
ourse l ves " and offers a wide var ie ty of t op ics . O r g a n i z e d by M o e L y o n s . 

• M o m ' s the Word — g ives m o m s and their toddlers a c h a n c e to meet , ta lk a n d p l a n 
act iv i t ies . T h e y mee t e a c h Wednesday f rom 1 2 - 2 ups ta i rs . C o o r d i n a t e d by Morga ine 
Longp r e . 

• L e s b i a n / b i s e x u a l w o m e n d rop - in — is a get together o n the first F r i d a y of eve ry m o n t h 
between 7 and 10 p . m . The d r o p - i n prov ides an uns t ruc tured , c a s u a l a tmosphe r e for 
w o m e n to ta lk and soc ia l i ze . C o n t a c t Magg i e Shir ley . 



Upcoming Events 

June 

• Wednesday , J u n e 2 1 " D o n n a M a c d o n a l d on B e i n g a F e m i n i s t at C i t y H a l l " 7 p . m . at the 
W o m e n ' s Cent re . O u r favourite counc i l l o r g ives us the s c o o p . 

• Sa tu rday , J u n e 2 4 " S e c o n d A n n u a l C l o th ing E x c h a n g e " n o o n - 4 p . m . at J u d i t h Ce ro l i ' s 
house , 4 3 3 5 S l o c a n River R o a d , Va l l i c an . W o m e n c a n br ing c l o th ing to e x c h a n g e for 
s o m e o n e e lse 's c l o th ing for a n o m i n a l ($ .25 - 5 0 ) fee for e a c h p iece . T h i s is a fundraiser for 
the W K W A . 

• Wednesday , J u n e 2 8 " I n t r oduc t i on to B i r d w a t c h i n g w i t h L i n d a V a n d a m m e " 7 p . m . at the 
W o m e n ' s Cent re . Peop le shou ld br ing their field gu ide , if they have one . W o m e n , m e n a n d 
ch i ld ren are w e l c o m e . 

July 

• Wednesday , J u l y 5 " M o t h e r l a n d " 7 p . m . at the W o m e n ' s Cen t r e . V ideo f r om the Na t i ona l 
F i l m B o a r d . 

• Fr iday , J u l y 7 " L e s b i a n / b i s e x u a l w o m e n d r o p - i n " 7 - 1 0 p . m . at the W o m e n ' s Cent re . 
W o m e n are encouraged to br ing g a m e s or s n a c k s . 

• Sunday , J u l y 9 " N e l s o n C l o t h i n g E x c h a n g e " noon - 4 p . m . at the W o m e n ' s Cent re . See 
above . 

• Wednesday , J u l y 12 " D i s c u s s i o n o n F e m i n i s m w i th K . L i n d a K i v i " 7 p . m . at the W o m e n ' s 
Cent re 

• Wednesday , J u l y 19 " W o r k i n g w i th B i ru t e G a l d i k u s a n d the o r a n g u t a n s " featur ing Ju l i e t 
C r a i g . 7 p . m . at the W o m e n ' s Centre 

August 

• No t e : L e s b i a n d rop in is c a n c e l l e d in Augus t . See y o u at the Fru i t F loa t . 

• F r i day - Sunday , A u g u s t 1 1 - 1 3 " W K W A W o m e n ' s F e s t i v a l " at the Va l l i c an W h o l e 
C o m m u n i t y Cent re . You wi l l get a lot of phone ca l l s about the fest ival . S e e a t tached sheet for 
more in fo rmat ion . If this sheet does not answer ques t ions suff iciently, p l ease ta lk to M o e or 
leave a message in the " F e s t i v a l " pocke t upstairs 

September 

• Fr iday, S e p t e m b e r 8 " L e s b i a n / b i s e x u a l W o m e n D r o p - i n " 7 - 1 0 p . m . at the W o m e n ' s Cent re . 

B e c a u s e of the l ong weekend , the d rop - in wil l be o n the s e c o n d F r i d a y of September . 

• Wa t ch for in fo rmat ion o n the u p - c o m i n g " W o m e n ' s H e a l t h C o n f e r e n c e " , o rgan i zed by S a m 
S i m p s o n . 



West Kootenay Women's Festival 

West Kootenays hosts Women's Festival in August 
On August 11,12 and 1 3, the West Kootenay Women's Festival will once more be the event to be part of in 

the B.C. Interior. This wonderful annual celebration has happened for over 20 years, and has become one of 
the best-known secrets shared around in the women's community in Western Canada. It takes place at the 
Vallican Whole Community Centre in the beautiful Slocan Valley (turn on to Hwy 6 between Castlegar & 
Nelson, watch for signs). You can get a brochure with a map from the Nelson & District Women's Centre, 420 
Mill Street, Nelson, B.C. VI L 4R9. The Centre is open Tues. - Fri. in the afternoons. 

The Festival Committee wants everyone to fully understand that this is a genuine Kootenay event by, for 
and about Kootenay women. If you're from somewhere else, you're welcome to come and share in the true 
Kootenay experience! Part of this experience is that women of all stripes (and believe us - both on the 
Committee and in the Kootenays at large, women come in every conceivable stripe!) are very friendly and 
tolerant towards women of all shapes, sizes and persuasions. The other part is that we all work together -
and every participant takes ownership of a little piece of the Festival by doing at least one hour of work to 
make the whole thing happen. 

Work trades for admission are possible, and they must be arranged in advance. Don't wait to work these 
out at the door, as there are a limited number available. Women are asked to pay as much as they can, as this 
event is the main source of independent funds for the West Kootenay Women's Association. 

Friday night will be a Literary Cabaret, co-hosted by the Kootenay School of Writing and featuring several 
well-known local writers. The Kootenays has a vibrant creative community in every aspect of the arts, and we 
will be privileged to share in some very exciting local work. 

Saturday we will have an opening ceremony, including a square dance to get people's blood flowing! 
Registration starts at 9am, and it's advisable to get there early, or come on Friday, because once things get 
moving, they never stop. Saturday afternoon we will return to the early days of the Festival, with a genuine 
Open Stage, featuring several silly persons and as MCs two of our funniest local women, Nic and Tika, just to 
make sure the action never slows down. If you have been dying to strut your stuff, or if you've been a little bit 
shy to show what you can do, get there early and sign up. This could be the chance of a lifetime! 

Saturday night will be The Dance, starting with drumming and singing by women from both the 
Kootenays and the Okanagan. After that, we'll move right into dancing to a local blues/rock band consisting 
of Bo, Norma, Grace and Carol (by then they'll no doubt have a snappy group name), who have been wowing 
women at local coffeehouses. The evening will wind up with local DJs' rompin' and stompin' favourites. 

On both Saturday and Sunday, numerous workshops will take place all over the grounds. Some of what we 
hope to see are: bike repair; long-term relationships, both lesbian and heterosexual; battering in lesbian 
relationships; political organizing at a local level; reiki; ongoing drumming; rediscovering the goddess; voice; 
basic guitar; midwifery; and many more. We're even trying to get together a workshop on worm composting! 

The Festival also includes a Craft Fair, featuring hand-made, woman-created arts and crafts. Women 
interested in selling at this event can still be included by calling the number below as soon as possible. 

Camping is permitted on site, both quiet and not-so-quiet, but there are no showers. You are asked to pre-
register for childcare: on-site for 0-5-year-olds; and an off-site Children's Festival for children 6 and over. This 
latter event has become a big hit with the younger set. Boys over 6 are not allowed on the Festival grounds. 
They either sleep over at the Kids' Festival or come and sleep with their moms in a specially designated area. 

Your Festival admission includes breakfast Saturday and Sunday, snacks, and a potluck dinner Saturday 
night. Please bring a contribution to Saturday night's potluck. Lunches are separate, and are fundraisers for 
other community organizations, so either come prepared to buy your lunches or to provide your own. 

On Sunday, the Festival will be showcasing several of the Kootenays' most talented women performers in 
a concert we will all remember for a very long time. This concert will be promoted as a somewhat 
independent event, as these women deserve recognition for their outstanding talent, and will prove to be a 
considerable draw. 

Admission to the Festival is by sliding scale, $45 - $70 for the whole thing. A further breakdown of the fee 
schedule can be obtained from the Nelson and District Women's Centre. This is an alcohol-free event, and you 
are asked to leave your dogs at home. (This is a rural area - they won't be allowed on site and they can't run). 
All enquiries about the Festival should be addressed to the Centre, (604)352-991 6 or fax (604)352-71 00. 

42C Mi l l Street 
Nelson. B.C. V1L 4B9 
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