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INTRODUCTION 

This pornography survey q u e s t i o n n a i r e r e p o r t i s the f i n a l 
product of a research p r o j e c t , sponsored by the West Kootenay 
Women's A s s o c i a t i o n and funded by the Summer Canada Student 
Employment Program. 

I t must be s t r e s s e d t h a t the survey q u e s t i o n n a i r e i s but an 
i n i t i a l step on the road to e f f e c t i v e decision-making w i t h respect 
to pornography. In a d d i t i o n , the f i e l d work of t h i s survey 
q u e s t i o n n a i r e was accomplished i n a l i m i t e d amount of time. 

OBJECTIVES 

The survey q u e s t i o n n a i r e was e x e r c i s e d i n the c i t i e s of T r a i l 
and Nelson to a sample p o p u l a t i o n of 900 w i t h the f o l l o w i n g 
o b j e c t i v e s i n mind: 

1. to d i s c o v e r o p i n i o n s and a t t i t u d e s of a systematic sampling 
of a d u l t s (over 19) to the is s u e of pornography. 

2. to s t a t i s t i c a l l y analyze the surveys returned to the Nelson 
Women's Centre. 

3. to conclude t h i s s e c t i o n of the p r o j e c t w i t h a w r i t t e n r e p o r t . 
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METHODOLOGY 

The f o l l o w i n g steps were taken to accomplish the o b j e c t i v e s 
of the p r o j e c t : 

1. Background research accomplished i n t o the i s s u e of pornography 
from a f e m i n i s t p e r s p e c t i v e . 

2. Video "Not A Love S t o r y " viewed. 

3. Survey questions d r a f t e d . 

4. Drafted survey questions reviewed by s u p e r v i s o r s and p r o j e c t 
p a r t i c i p a n t s f o r necessary changes. 

5. F i n a l copy of survey q u e s t i o n n a i r e d r a f t e d and approved. 

6. Survey q u e s t i o n n a i r e typed and approximately 950 copies were 
gestetnered. Envelopes w i t h stamps p r i n t e d . 

7. Systematic sampling of names i n phone book completed. A l i s t 
of addresses of residences was drawn up and organized i n t o 
d e l i v e r y r o u t e s . 

8. Survey q u e s t i o n n a i r e s copies f o l d e d , s t u f f e d i n t o envelopes 
and d e l i v e r e d by hand i n Nelson and T r a i l . 

9. Returned q u e s t i o n n a i r e s skimmed f o r content and f i l e d . 

10. At the end of p r o j e c t , w i t h a l l responses to survey q u e s t i o n n a i r e 
organized by sex and age groups i n t o c a t e g o r i e s , the s t a t i s t i c s 
were t a b u l a t e d by p r o j e c t p a r t i c i p a n t s . 

11. F i n a l r e p o r t w r i t t e n and typed. 
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THE SURVEY QUESTIONNAIRE 

A QUESTIONNAIRE ABOUT PORNOGRAPHY 

INTRODUCTION: 
THIS QUESTIONNAIRE IS BEING CONDUCTED AS PART OF A FEDERALLY FUNDED 

RESEARCH PROJECT SPONSORED BY THE CANADA SUMMER STUDENT EMPLOYMENT PROGRAM. 
THE SUBJECT OF THE QUESTIONNAIRE IS PORNOGRAPHY. WE HAVE SELECTED RESIDENCES 
IN NELSON AND TRAIL AT RANDOM, AND WE URGE AN ADULT MEMBER OF YOUR HOME TO 
RESPOND TO THIS QUESTIONNAIRE TODAY. 

PLEASE DO NOT INCLUDE ANY IDENTIFYING INFORMATION TO ENSURE COMPLETE 
ANONYMITY. YOUR RESPONSE TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE WILL AID IN THE DETERMINATION 
OF ATTITUDES TOWARDS THIS ISSUE, SO YOUR COOPERATION IS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT. 

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE, POSTAGE HAS BEEN PREPAID. SIMPLY DROP THE 
QUESTIONNAIRE IN THE MAIL BOX AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION. 

1. What i s PORNOGRAPHY? 
Choose the d e f i n i t i o n ( s ) which most a c c u r a t e l y agree(s) w i t h your own. 
Space i s provided f o r an a l t e r n a t i v e d e f i n i t i o n . C i r c l e a, b, c, d, and/or e, 
a) pornography - the d e p i c t i o n (as i n w r i t i n g ) of e r o t i c behaviour designed 

b) pornography 
c) pornography 

p r i m a r i l y to cause sexual excitement. 
i s the w r i t t e n or v i s u a l p o r t r a y a l of sexual a c t i v i t y . 
i s any m a t e r i a l that advocates, encourages or condones 
the l i n k a g e between s e x u a l i t y and v i o l e n c e , c o e r c i o n and 
e x p l o i t a t i o n of women and c h i l d r e n . 

d) pornography - the l e g a l d e f i n i t i o n according to S e c t i o n 159(8) of the 
C r i m i n a l code r e f e r s to obscene ( r a t h e r than pornographic) 
m a t e r i a l as "... any p u b l i c a t i o n a dominant c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 
of which os the undue e x p l o i t a t i o n of sex, or of sex and 
any one or more of the f o l l o w i n g s u b j e c t s , namely, crime, 
h o r r o r , c r u e l t y and v i o l e n c e . 

e) pornography - ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

2. What type of images do you a s s o c i a t e w i t h "hard porn" ? 
RESPONSE: 

What type of images do you a s s o c i a t e w i t h " s o f t porn" ? 
RESPONSE: 



3. At present, do you read pornographic magazines ? 
REGULARLY OCCASIONALLY NEVER ( c i r c l e one) 

I f you have read pornographic magazines, please l i s t t h e i r t i t l e s below. 

Where of from whom d i d you o b t a i n the magazines? Check one or more responses. 
FROM: "behind the counter" 

m a i l order companies 
sex (love) shops 

WHERE: the U.S. 

AT A: news-stand 
drug s t o r e 
corner s t o r e 

FROM WHOM: f a m i l y members 
f r i e n d s 
co-workers OTHER: ( s p e c i f y ) 

4. Do you b e l i e v e that Playboy, Penthouse and P l a y g i r l magazines are 
e s s e n t i a l l y harmless " s o f t " pornography? 

YES NO DON'T KNOW ( c i r c l e one) 

5 . Do you watch or have you seen pornographic movies? 
YES NO ( c i r c l e one) 

I f your response i s YES, where have you watched these movies? Check one 
or more p l a c e s . 

PRIVATE HOME: your own 
a f r i e n d ' s 
a co-worker's 

HOTELS/MOTELS: l o c a l 

THEATRES: 

OTHER: 

d r i v e - i n 
l o c a l 
Canadian c i t y _ 
i n the U.S. 

(s p e c i f y ) 
Canadian c i t y 
i n the U. S. 

6. Should Pay T.V. channels show pornographic movies? 
YES NO ( c i r c l e one) 

COMMENTS: 

7. Do you f i n d pornographic m a t e r i a l (magazines, movies, video tapes, p o s t e r s , 
of paperbacks) to be: (Check one or more responses.) 

e n t e r t a i n i n g e d u c a t i o n a l 
s e x u a l l y s t i m u l a t i n g i n t e r e s t i n g 
r e v o l t i n g o b j e c t i o n a b l e 
other ( s p e c i f y ) 

8. G e n e r a l l y , do men f e e l d i f f e r e n t l y from women about pornography? 
YES NO DON'T KNOW ( c i r c l e one) 

I f your response i s YES, how do you t h i n k women f e e l about pornography? 
RESPONSE: 



8. (continued) 
ALSO, how do you think, men f e e l about pornography? 
RESPONSE: 

9. I f the a d j e c t i v e s or phrases below d e p i c t how you see men being 
portrayed i n pornographic m a t e r i a l , w r i t e "M" i n the blank; i f the 
words d e p i c t how you see women being port r a y e d w r i t e "F" i n the blank; 
i f you t h i n k that both women and men are dep i c t e d by the f o l l o w i n g 
a d j e c t i v e s or phrases, w r i t e "M/F", i n the blank. F i l l i n one or 
more bl a n k s . 

as sex o b j e c t s h u m i l i a t e d 
degraded i n s a t i a b l e 
dominating powerful 
enjoying the experience powerless 
h a t e f u l s e d u c t i v e 
other ( s p e c i f y ) 

COMMENTS: 

10. Do you agree w i t h these statements? C i r c l e the a p p r o p r i a t e response 
f o r each. 

"Pornography condones the abuse of women" 
YES SOMETIMES NO DON'T KNOW 

"'Hard-core' pornography teaches men and women that women l i k e to be beaten 
up and b r u t a l i z e d . " 

YES SOMETIMES NO DON'T KNOW 

"Pornography i s s e x i s t propaganda." 
YES SOMETIMES NO DON'T KNOW 

"Pornography a c t s to discourage male demonstrations of tenderness and 
n. 
YES SOMETIMES NO DON'T KNOW 

compassion." 

11. Do you t h i n k t h a t pornography i s a problem i n our s o c i e t y ? 
YES NO DON'T KNOW ( c i r c l e one) 

a) I f your response i s NO, why not? 
COMMENTS: 
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11. (continued) 

b) I f your response i s YES, i ) i n what way(s) i s i t a problem? 
COMMENTS: 

i i ) what do you t h i n k should be done about i t ? 
COMMENTS: 

12. Research shows a l i n k between T.V. v i o l e n c e and the incr e a s e d r a t e of 
v i o l e n c e i n s o c i e t y . Do you b e l i e v e that a s i m i l a r l i n k a g e e x i s t s 
between pornography and the increased r a t e s of v i o l e n t a c t s a g a i n s t 
women and c h i l d r e n . 

YES NO DON'T KNOW ( c i r c l e one) 

13. " V i o l e n t sex ( e x p l i c i t or i m p l i e d i n f l i c t i o n of pa i n d u r i n g the sex 
act) i s a "turn-?on" f o r men." 

Do you agree w i t h the statement above? 
YES NO DON'T KNOW ( c i r c l e one) 

Do you b e l i e v e that men t h i n k t h i s v i o l e n t behaviour i s a "turn-on" f o r 
women? 

YES NO DON'T KNOW ( c i r c l e one) 

COMMENTS: 

14. The f i n a l q u e stion i s about you. Check the a p p r o p r i a t e b l a n k s . 

M AGE: 19-25 OCCUPATION: 
_ 26-40 ( s p e c i f y ) 

41-60 
61 and over 

PLEASE FEEL FREE TO INCLUDE ANY ADDITIONAL COMMENTS. THANK YOU VERY MUCH 
FOR ANSWERING THIS QUESTIONNAIRE. 
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A n a l y s i s of S p e c i f i c Questions 

1. What i s PORNOGRAPHY? 
Choose the d e f i n i t i o n ( s X which most a c c u r a t e l y agree(s) w i t h your own. 
Space i s provided f o r an a l t e r n a t i v e d e f i n i t i o n . C i r c l e a, b, c, d and/or 
e. 

a) pornography - the d e p i c t i o n (as i n w r i t i n g ) of e r o t i c behavior designed 
p r i m a r i l y to cause sexual excitement. 

b) pornography - i s the w r i t t e n or v i s u a l p o r t r a y a l of sexual a c t i v i t y . 

c) pornography - i s any m a t e r i a l t h a t advocates, encourages or condones the 
li n k a g e between s e x u a l i t y and v i o l e n c e , c o e r c i o n and 
e x p l o i t a t i o n of women and c h i l d r e n . 

d) pornography - the l e g a l d e f i n i t i o n according to S e c t i o n 159 (8) of the 
C r i m i n a l Code r e f e r s to obscene ( r a t h e r than pornographic) 
m a t e r i a l as "... any p u b l i c a t i o n a dominant c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 
of which i s the undue e x p l o i t a t i o n of sex, or of sex and 
any one or more of the f o l l o w i n g s u b j e c t s , namely, crime, 
h o r r o r , c r u e l t y and v i o l e n c e . 

e) pornography -

AGE 
19 - 25 26 - 40 41 - 60 61 " over 

F M F M F M F M 

A 24 37 21 15 14 45 42 43 % 
B 29 25 34 35 14 45 37 43 I 
C 62 25 49 25 59 27 63 43 % 

D 43 25 36 15 41 45 58 43 3 
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3. At present do you read pornographic magazines? 
REGULARLY OCCASIONALLY NEVER ( c i r c l e one) 

I f you have read pornographic magazines, please l i s t t h e i r t i t l e s below. 

Where or from whon d i d you o b t a i n the magazines? Check one or more responses. 

At a: news-stand From: "behind the counter" 
drug s t o r e m a i l order companies 
corner s t o r e sex (love) shops 

From whom: f a m i l y members Where: the U.S. 
f r i e n d s 
co-workers Other: ( s p e c i f y ) 

"~^~~~--^GE^ 19 - 25 26 - 40 41 - 60 61 - over 

~~ --SEX F M F M F M F M 

Reg. 0 50 0 10 0 0 0 0 
Occ. 19 37 36 65 3 45 5 14 
Never 67 12 64 25 97 54 95 71 
Newstand 19 50 34 55 3 45 21 0 
Drugstore 0 25 13 25 13 0 5 0 

Cornerstore 10 37 13 35 13 9 5 14 
Behind Cou. 0 0 0 10 0 0 0 0 
M a i l Order 0 12 0 10 0 0 0 0 

Sex Shops 0 0 0 5 3 0 0 0 
Family 10 25 26 0 18 18 5 0 
Fr i e n d s 19 25 40 40 8 18 11 0 

Co-workers 5 62 9 15 3 18 0 0 
U.S. 0 12 11 15 15 9 0 14 
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4. Do you b e l i e v e that Playboy, P l a y g i r l and Penthouse magazines are 
e s s e n t i a l l y harmless " s o f t " pornography? 

NO DON'T KNOW ( c i r c l e one) 

~ '—-^_AGE^ 19 - 25 26 - 40 41 - 60 61 - over 

~~~~ T" SEX F H F M F M F M 
Yes 29 75 43 85 30 45 11 0 
No 43 25 45 10 32 18 42 28 

Don t Know 24 0 13 5 41 36 37 57 
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5. Do you watch or have you seen pornographic movies? 

YES NO ( c i r c l e one) 
I f your response i s YES, where have you watched these movies? Check one or 
more p l a c e s . 

P r i v a t e Home: your own Theatres: d r i v e - i n 
a f r i e n d * s l o c a l 
a co-workers Canadian C i t y 

i n the U.S. 

H o t e l s / M o t e l s : l o c a l Other: ( s p e c i f y ) L 

Canadian C i t y 
i n the U.S. 

^AGE 19 - 25 26 - 40 41 - 60 61 - over 
"""" .SEX F M F M F M F M 

Yes 67 100 0 90 19 45 5 14 

No 33 0 40 10 81 54 95 71 

Own 24 37 21 30 5 36 0 0 
Friend's 29 87 28 55 3 9 0 0 
Co-worker 0 87 0 20 0 9 0 0 

Drive - i n 29 62 17 20 5 18 0 0 

Lo c a l The. 19 62 15 10 0 18 0 0 
Can. C i t y 29 50 21 25 0 18 0 0 

U.S. 5 12 11 35 3 9 0 14 
Can. motel 10 12 4 10 0 0 0 0 

U.S. motel 5 12 9 10 0 0 0 0 
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6. Should Pay T.V. channels show pornographic movies? 

YES NO ( c i r c l e one) 

Comments: 

—-~--^AGE 19 - 25 26 - 40 41 - 60 61 - over 
~*~^~--^^SEX^ F M F M F M F M 

Yes 33 75 28 60 3 9 0 0 
No 62 25 70 35 81 90 100 86 
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7. Do you f i n d pornographic m a t e r i a l (magazines, movies, video tapes, 
p o s t e r s , or paperbacks) to be: (Check one or more responses.) 

e n t e r t a i n i n g e d u c a t i o n a l 
s e x u a l l y s t i m u l a t i n g i n t e r e s t i n g 
r e v o l t i n g o b j e c t i o n a b l e 
other ( s p e c i f y ) 

-^AGE 19- -25 26- -40 41 -60 61--over 
F M F M F M F M 

E n t e r t a i n i n g 14 75 23 50 5 36 0 0 
Sex.Stim. 24 50 40 55 8 27 5 14 
R e v o l t i n g 52 0 32 15 65 18 74 14 
E d u c a t i o n a l 5 37 15 25 3 0 0 0 
I n t e r e s t i n g 4 62 21 40 3 36 0 0 

. O b j e c t i o n a b l e 48 0 47 10 62 36 84 43 



.8. I f the a d j e c t i v e s or phrases below d e p i c t how you see men being 
portrayed i n pornographic m a t e r i a l , w r i t e "M" i n the blank; i f 
the words d e p i c t how women are p o r t r a y e d , w r i t e "F" i n the blank; 
i f you t h i n k that both women and men are d e p i c t e d by the f o l l o w i n g 
a d j e c t i v e s or phrases, w r i t e "M/F", i n the blank. F i l l i n one 
or more bl a n k s . 

as sex o b j e c t s 
degraded 
dominating 
enjoying the experience 
h a t e f u l 
other 

h u m i l i a t e d 
i n s a t i a b l e 
powerful 
powerless 
s e d u c t i v e 

( s p e c i f y ) 

AGE 19 - 25 26 - 40 41 - 60 61 - over 
SEX F M F M F M F M 

n-pii "M" itj.ii t i M i i "M" itpti "M it-pi "M" i i p n itMtt IIJ.II "M" "M" 
Sex Object 33 95 12 75 40 94 55 95 32 78 27 54 26 58 0 0 
Degraded 1* 90 25 50 25 81 30 60 24 81 

I 
27 45 i 2 63 28 28 

Dominating 81 14 75 37 62 23 75 40 68 8 45 27 58 0 58 0 
Enjoy i n g Exp • 90 62 75 62 83 79 90 95 46 11 54 36 32 16 0 0 
H a t e f u l 43 24 0 25 30 21 15 10 16 27 9 36 21 16 14 14 
Hu m i l i a t e d 10 71 0 25 13 60 30 40 5 59 9 18 42 0 42 0 
I n s a t i a b l e 57 52 25 25 57 53 30 65 41 11 27 27 21 16 0 0 
Powerful 5 71 62 12 81 28 50 35 51 3 36 0 47 0 0 0 
Powerless 76 5 0 57 25 55 3 54 0 27 0 42 0 50 0 0 
Seductive 

• 

43 81 37 62 38 87 45 85 24 46 27 45 21 42 ; 0 0 

http://itj.ii
http://iij.ii
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Do you t h i n k that pornography i s a problem i n our s o c i e t y ? 
YES NO DON'T KNOW ( c i r c l e one) 

AGE 19 - 25 26 - 40 41 - 60 61 "1 
- ovei 

SEX F M F M F M F M 
Yes 69 50 74 50 95 45 95 71 
No 3 50 15 35 19 27 0 0 
Don't know 10 0 6 15 8 18 5 14 
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10. Research shows a l i n k between T.V. v i o l e n c e and the increased r a t e 
of v i o l e n c e i n s o c i e t y . Do you b e l i e v e that a s i m i l a r l i n k e x i s t s 
between pornography and the increased r a t e s of v i o l e n t a c t s against 
women and c h i l d r e n ? 

YES NO DON'T KNOW ( c i r c l e one) 

AGE 19 - 25 25 - 40 41 - 60 61 - over 
SEX F M F M F M F M 

Yes 52 37 74 30 95 36 89 57 
No 10 37 17 40 22 18 0 0 
Don't know 3 25 13 30 16 36 11 28 



For most of the survey q u e s t i o n s , the r e s u l t s shown on the t a b l e s 
are s e l f - e x p l a n a t o r y . A l a r g e cross s e c t i o n of o p i n i o n s , dependent on 
the person's age and sex p r i m a r i l y , was uncovered by the survey quest
i o n n a i r e . In a d d i t i o n to these two f a c t o r s of i n f l u e n c e that were 
d i s p l a y e d i n the r e s u l t s of the survey, other aspects of a person's 
l i f e s t y l e were found to a f f e c t the o p i n i o n s h e l d about pornography. 
I t was found that a person's past experience, p e r s o n a l b i a s e s and 
h i s / h e r c u l t u r a l u p b r i n g i n g a f f e c t e d the o p i n i o n h e l d about pornography. 

Despite the d i f f e r e n c e s of o p i n i o n t h a t were shown by the r e s u l t s 
of the survey, the s i m i l a r i t i e s of responses of persons i n s p e c i f i c age 
groups i n d i c a t e that s t r o n g l y opposing views are h e l d by d i f f e r e n t 
generations of persons responding to the survey q u e s t i o n n a i r e . I t was 
found that the other main element that a i d s i n forming an i n d i v i d u a l ' s 
o p i n i o n of pornography i s the sex of t h a t i n d i v i d u a l . 

I t i s d i f f i c u l t to o b t a i n a f i r m l y c o n c l u s i v e statement or r e p o r t 
concerning a t o p i c that i s so c o n t r o v e r s i a l and t h a t can e l i c i t as many 
emotional r e a c t i o n s as does pornography. But i t i s s t r o n g l y f e l t that 
more education i s needed i n the area of the e f f e c t s of " s o f t " and "hard" 
pornography on people's consciousnesses. Two other t o p i c s stand out 
as p o s s i b l e s t a r t i n g p o i n t s f o r more r e s e a r c h , namely: the a v a i l a b i l i t y 
of pornographic movies on Pay T.V., and the e f f e c t s of pornography on 
s o c i e t y . 

The survey q u e s t i o n n a i r e s that were r e c e i v e d from the T r a i l and 
Nelson areas d i f f e r e d s i g n i f i c a n t l y and i n response to t h i s phenomenon 
i t i s suggested that a more complete study take p l a c e i n each area. 
This study could take the form of an o p i n i o n p o l l , a cross s e c t i o n a l 
survey or a q u e s t i o n n a i r e . 


