
Box 521, 
Nelson, B .C . , 
December 10, 1975. 

Sue F i n d l a y , 
Women's P rog ram, 
S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e , 
130 S l a t e r S t r e e t , 
O t t a w a , O n t a r i o . 

Dear Sue , 

Back i n the Koo t enays now p o n d e r i n g o v e r t h e e v e n t s o f the 
s em ina r on A l t e r n a t i v e s , I ' m w r i t i n g t o y ou o u t o f my own personal f e e l i n g s r a t h e r t h a n out o f any k i n d o f o f f i c i a l s t a n d regarding t h e e v e n t s t h a t t o ok p l a c e a t the s e m i n a r . U n f o r t u n a t e l y 
I was t h e v i c t i m o f a mean f l u bug w h i c h l a i d me up f o r a day and 
a h a l f . I ' m s o r r y t h a t I d i d n ' t have a chance t o t a l k w i t h y o u , 
as I have a l o t o f u n s a i d and u n r e s o l v e d f e e l i n g s i n l o o k i n g back 
on i t a l l , 

I t h i n k t h a t many o f u s who came t o t h e s e m i n a r , and i t seemed 
t o come up a l o t in the w o r k s h o p s , were a s k i n g o u r s e l v e s , "am I 
b e i n g c o - o p t e d by a c c e p t i n g t h i s i n v i t a t i o n " - so g r e a t i s o u r 
p a r a n o i a o f b e i n g c o - o p t e d (and r i g h t l y so i n many c i r c u m s t a n c e s ) . 
T h i s f e a r seemed t o c r e a t e a t e n s i o n w h i c h I c e r t a i n l y f e l t d u r i n g 
d u r i n g the f i r s t two days i n my s m a l l g r o u p . P o s s i b l y , as a 
r e a c t i o n t o t h i s f e a r , some women d e c i d e d t o t r y and t a k e some 
power i n t o t h e i r own hands by s t r i k i n g ou t a t the "hand t h a t f e eds 
u s " , i . e . t h e government programme t h a t c h a n n e l s money i n t o 
v a r i o u s a c t i v i t i e s o f the women's movement. P o s s i b l y a n o t h e r 
p a r a n o i a t h a t was f e l t was t h a t the S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e , by o b s e r v i n g 
the most r a d i c a l e l e m e n t s I n the g roup wou ld t h e n use t h i s i n ­
f o r m a t i o n t o de fuse the movement t h r o u g h g r a n t s . A l t h o u g h I 
was no t i n a t t e n d a n c e a t t h e p l e n a r y where i t was d e c i d e d t o ask 
t h e S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e women t o l e a v e , f r om c o n v e r s a t i o n s w i t h 
o t h e r women, I u n d e r s t a n d t h a t many peop l e were a m b i v a l e n t and 
d i d no t come t o an i n d i v i d u a l d e c i s i o n one way o r t h e o t h e r . However, once the i d e a was p r e s e n t e d , i t had t o be d e a l t w i t h . I t 
was d e c i d e d t h a t a d e l e g a t i o n be sent t o you w i t h q u e s t i o n s and 
c o n c e r n s f r om each w o r k s h o p . ] I f ound i t r e g r e t t a b l e t h a t a t t h e l a s t 
p l e n a r y on F r i d a y t h e r e was not t h e i n v o l v e m e n t on t h e part o f 
a l l p a r t i c i p a n t s t o go t h r o u g h the p r o c e s s o f a n a l y s i s and self-criticism t o i t s b i t t e r e n d . P eop l e k e p t l e a v i n g u n t i l t h e r e 
were about 6 or 7 o f us l e f t . I see t h e group p r o c e s s o f c r i t i c i s i n g 


