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We've been r a t h e r l a t e i n g e t t i n g t h i s i s s u e of the n e w s l e t t e r 
o u t , b u t we've f i n a l l y done i t . The Women's C e n t r e i s r u n n i n g low 
on funds and we've had to l a y o f f two o f our s t a f f - one f u l l - t i m e 
w o r k e r and our p a r t - t i m e t y p i s t ( s h e ' s s t i l l t y p i n g f o r us out o f the 
g o o d n e s s o f h e r h e a r t and of c o u r s e , f o r the goodness o f the movement) 
C o n s e q u e n t l y t h i n g s have been a l i t t l e slow and h a p h a z a r d , We have 
r e a p p l i e d f o r f u n d i n g f o r September and h o p e f u l l y w e ' l l got enough to 
k e e p our C e n t r e going, and s t a f f e d , and enough to c a r r y out some 
w o r k s h o p s / c o u r s e f o r women i n N e l s o n . T h i s w i l l be the l a s t n e w s l e t t e r 
u n t i l September. By t h e n , we s h o u l d be r e a d y to go f u l l f o r c e a h e a d , 
a f t e r e n j o y i n g the warm summer d a y s . We w i l l s t i l l a c c e p t l e t t e r s , 
a r t i c l e s , i n f o r m a t i o n f o r the n e w s l e t t e r d u r i n g t h e summer. A l s o 
t h e Women's C e n t r e w i l l be open d u r i n g the summer Mon-Fri 9-4. 

• • • • N e l s o n Women's C e n t r e M e e t i n g • • • , , , * » 

T h e r e w i l l be an open m e e t i n g of the Women's C e n t r e a t 490 
B a k e r S t r e e t Wednesday, June 2 7 t h 7:30 pm. A t t h i s m e e t i n g we w i l l t r y 
t o c o v e r some groundwork f o r p r o j e c t s to be c a r r i e d out i n the f a l l 
( g o i n g on the assumption t h a t our C e n t r e w i l l bo r e f u n d e d ) . 

Areas we'll be covering: 
1. Community video possibilities for Centre, women's shows etc. 

2. Newsletter collective 
3. Family Planning Grant/Application- ideas for a birth control clinic 

k. Course/workshop f o r Women i n N e l s o n - what t o p i c s ? r e s o u r c e p e o p l e ? 
I f y o u ' r e i n t e r e s t e d any o f t h e s e a r e a s and have some i d e a s , come 
a n d s h a r e them w i t h u s . A r e you i n t e r e s t e d i n w o r k i n g on a p a r t - t i m e 
b a s i s f o r the Women's C e n t r e i n the f a l l ? A p p l i c a t i o n s w i l l be t a k e n 
f o r p r o j e c t s t h a t you may w i s h to i n i t i a t e o r work on o n g o i n g p r o j e c t s . 

T h a t ' s June 2 7 t h 7:30 pm 

Good Newsi West K o o t e n a y s G e t s R e p r e s e n t a t i v e on N a t i o n a l A d v i s o r y 

C o m m i t t e e . . . . . . S u s a n C h a r l t o n was c h o s e n to s i t on the National A d v i s o r y C o u n c i l on t h e s t a t u s of women i n Canada. T h i s committee w i l l be a d v i s i n g John Hunro ( M i n i s t e r R e s p o n s i b l e f o r the Status o f Women). Sue i s from R o s s l a n d and i s a t p r e s e n t , c h a i r p e r s o n f o r the S t a t u s ofWomen C o u n c i l . She was one of the o r g a n i z e r s of the 
S t a t u s o f Women C o n f e r e n c e h e l d l a s t f a l l a t S e l k i r k C o l l e g e and a l s o 
h e l p e d t o c o o r d i n a t e the c o u r s e About Women. Sue i s one o f the 28 
members on the committee and h e r f i r s t m e e t i n g i n Ottawa i s s c h e d u l e d 
f o r J u l y 1 0 t h . She w i l l be r e p r e s e n t i n g the women i n the West Kootenays 
i n Ottawa so i t ' s i m p o r t a n t f o r h e r to g e t l o t s o f f e e d b a c k from 
a l l o f u s . I f you h a v e any s u g g e s t i o n s , c o m p l a i n t s , recommendations, 
o r a n y t h i n g c o n c c r n i n g y o u , as a woman, do get i n t o u c h w i t h Sue b e f o r e 
J u l y 1 0 t h . Her a d d r e s s i s Box621 , R o s s l a n d , phone 362-9461. 
A n o t h e r woman from B . C . i s a l s o on th,e committee • Joan W a l l a c e , a 
p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s c o n s u l t a n t and p a s t p r e s i d e n t ;of the V a n c o u v e r S t a t u s 
o f Women C o u n c i l . 

R e p o r t from the O m b u d s e r v i c e - T r a i l S t a t u s o f Women C o u n c i l : 
— A female s t u d e n t was a p p l y i n g f o r a summer job w i t h the h e a l t h u n i t . 

She was t o l d t h a t t h e r e were no j o b s f o r women. She went to see 
D r . S c h m i t t who t o l d h e r ho d i d n ' t t h i n k women would be i n t e r e s t e d i n 

the job b u t he was w i l l i n g t o h i r e h e r . Manpower i s n o t supposed to 
d i s c r i m i n a t e on the b a s i s o f sex w i t h o u t a b o n a f i d e r e a s o n . * 

— Women a p p l y i n g f o r a summer j o b w i t h the f o r e s t r y s e r v i c e p a s s e d the 
b a s i c r e q u i r e m e n t s but wore l a t e r i n f o r m e d t h a t f o r t h i s s p e c i f i c job 
the s e r v i c e would o n l y have male crews. They got a job w i t h the 
s e r v i c e , but i t was a l o w e r p a y i n g one, The Human R i g h t s A c t does 
n o t a f f e c t crown c o r p o r a t i o n s . T h i s i s a n o t h e r example o f why the 
a c t needs c h a n g i n g . We w i l l f o r w a r d t h i s c o m p l a i n t t o K a t h l e e n R u f f . 

— A woman, whose husband d i e d , became aware t h a t the Cominco p e n s i o n 
p l a n i s n o t what i t s h o u l d b e . She f e l t she was m i s l e a d as t o what 
h e r income would be a f t e r she became widowed. She f e l t t h a t some
t h i n g must be done t o improve the p l a n as i t must be v e r y h a r d on 
women who do n o t have a n o t h e r s o u r c e of income. 



— Women have a l s o complained t o us t h a t the department s t o r e s do n o t 
g i v e e q u a l pay f o r e q u a l work. They a p p a r e n t l y use d i f f e r e n t j ob 
t i t l e s as a way of g e t t i n g around t h i s . Any more i n f o r m a t i o n from 
women w o r k i n g i n these s t o r e s would be a p p r e c i a t e d . 
Cominco has announced a p o l i c y of e q u a l pay f o r e q u a l work. BRAVO!— a woman came t o the Women's Centre and s a i d t h a t she was r e f u s e d a 
job a t Quadra M a n u f a c t u r i n g i n T r a i l -because of l a c k of washroom 
f a c i l i t i e s and because the men on the assembly l i n e would g i v e h e r 
a rough time ( Q u a d r a has no women employees i n the f a c t o r y ) . Upon 
t a l k i n g t o the p e r s o n n e l manager t h e r e I d i s c o v e r e d t h a t yes indee d ! 
t h e y d i d have washroom f a c i l i t i e s f o r women. I asked him why they 
d i d n ' t h i r e women i n the f a c t o r y and he r e p l i e d t h a t nobody j u s t 
works on the assembly l i n e , t h a t they have a r o t a t i n g p o l i c y and 
t h a t e n t a i l e d t i g h t e n i n g n u t s and b o l t s and l i f t i n g i n excess of 50 
pounds - t h i n g s w h i c h women were p h y s i c a l l y i n c a p a b l e o f . I f any 
women are g e t t i n g the same r u n around, get i n to u c h w i t h the ombudsservice and w e ' l l see i f we can do a n y t h i n g t o e n l i g h t e n these 
p e o p l e on our r e a l c a p a b i l i t i e s . Most of these excuses are a runaround. So g i v e us d e t a i l s i f you're g e t t i n g the same runarounds. 
You can remain anonymous i f you w i s h . 

C o n t a c t ; 
Nora T i n s l e y Susan C h a r l t o n 
11 78 Bay Ave., o r Box 621 
T r a i l , R o s s l a n d , 
3 6 8 - 9 1 1 4 362-9461 

F o r c e d S t e r i l i z a t i o n p r a c t i c e d i n Castlegar 
The Arrow, an OFY newspaper f o r the West Kootenays r e c e n t l y p r i n t e d 

a short, a r t i c l e where a woman was r e f u s e d an a b o r t i o n a t the C a s t l e g a r 
and D i s t r i c t H o s p i t a l l a s t f a l l u n l e s s she agreed t o be s t e r i l i z e d . 
L a s t week a woman t o l d me how a y e a r ago, w h i l e she was i n h a v i n g an 
a b o r t i o n i n C a s t l e g a r , a d o c t o r came i n t o the room and w h i l e she was 
sedated t o l d h e r t h a t she would a l s o have to have a t u b a l l i g a t i o n . 
B e i n g h e a v i l y drugged and because she was a f r a i d t h a t she might n o t get 
t h e a b o r t i o n she agreed t o b e i n g s t e r i l i z e d . What k i n d of m e d i c a l 
e t h i c s a r e b e i n g p r a c t i c e d i n C a s t l e g a r ? Any one out t h e r e w i t h s i m i l a r 
e x p e r i e n c e s a t the hands o f p o w e r - t r i p p i n g d o c t o r s p l a y i n g God. L e t ' s 
h e a r about them. Women's Centre 4 9 0 Baker S t r e e t , N e l s o n i s compiling cases of u n e t h i c a l m e d i c a 1 p r a c t i c e s , c o m p l a i n t s e t c . A l l i n f o r m a t i o n i s s t r i c t l y c o n f i d e n t i a l . 

On the q u e s t i o n of a b o r t i o n , about two months ago t h e r e was a headline in the paper where Otto Lang s t a t e d t h a t a b o r t i o n l a w s s h o u l d be t i g h t e n e d . A l t h o u g h n o t h i n g w i l l p r o b a b l y be brought b e f o r e the House f o r a w h i l e t o come y e t , u n l e s s we make our i n d i v i d u a l v o i c e s h eard now we w i l l c o n t i n u e t o be a t the mercy o f p o l i t i c i a n s and lawmakers who n e v e r h a v e t o d e a l w i t h the a c t u a l s u f f e r i n g i n v o l v e d i n unwanted pregnancies. There are many a n t i - a b o r t i o n groups w i t h much f i n a n c i a l b a c k i n g (where's a l l the money coming from anyways) t h a t are p u t t i n g p r e s s u r e on the government t o t i g h t e n up a b o r t i o n laws. We b e l i e v e t h a t each individual s h o u l d m i n i s t e r h e r / h i s own c o n s c i e n c e on the q u e s t i o n o f a b o r t i o n and t h a t p e o p l e i n v o l v e d i n a n t i - a b o r t i o n groups are f r e e n o t t o have a b o r t i o n s themselves. It i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o n o t e , t h a t w h i l e I was a t t e n d i n g Women's Week a t U.B.C. i n F e b r u a r y t h e r e was an anti-abortion b o o t h s e t up, showing s l i d e s and p a s s i n g out g l o s s y ( r a t h e r g o r y ) pamphlets on the h o r r o r s of a b o r t i o n . The i n t e r e s t i n g t h i n g was t h a t the b o o t h was b e i n g run by t h r e e men.' Maybe th e y c o u l d n ' t f i n d any women t o s u p p o r t them o r perhaps t h e y f e l t more q u a l i f i e d t o be e x p e r t s on the t o p i c . The o n l y r e a l e x p e r t s a r e the women who' have had t o 
a c t u a l l y d e a l w i t h t h i s problem. Any women who have had an a b o r t i o n 
and/or who s t r o n g l y f e e l t h a t a b o r t i o n s h o u l d be removed from the criminal code and be made a v a i l a b l e t o women w i t h o u t r e c r i m i n a t i o n s and 
t h r e a t s o f s t e r i l i z a t i o n s h o u l d w r i t e t o John Munro, M i n i s t e r R e s p o n s i b l e 
f o r the S t a t u s of Women, and t o Ott o Larng M i n i s t e r of J u s t i c e , 
P a r l i a m e n t B u i l d i n g s , Ottawa, O n t a r i o . 
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Course About Women " m o s t s u c c e s s f u l s e r i e s over h e l d at, S e l k i r k College" 
Much c r e d i t goes to course o r g a n i z e r s P a u l i n e Wah and Sue C h a r l t o n . 
F o l l o w i n g i s a r e p r i n t o f a l e t t e r s e n t t o Sue r e the c o u r s e : 


