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An open l e t t e r t o t h e community; 

L a s t Sunday morning, I took i t . as my j o b t o put up t h e 

d i r e c t i o n a l s i g n s f o r t h e West Kootenay Women's Festival. At 

t h a t point,, the s i g n s had been t o r n down t w i c e and defaced once., 

but we were e x p e c t i n g another s m a l l crowd of p a r t i c i p a n t s t o 

a r r i v e f o r t h e Sunday Stage and NFB f i l m showing, some of whom 

had not been t o t h e f e s t i v a l b e f o r e . 
« 

had s a i d t h a t we needed someone who was f a m i l i a r w i t h t h e 

road s t o put up t h e s i g n s , and s i n c e I l i v e next door, I 

v o l u n t e e r e d . At. that. moment,, I was f e e l i n g q u i t e happy,. There 

were o l d f r i e n d s v i s i t i n g me, and n e i g h b o u r s and co-workers and 

new f r i e n d s a l l about„ The workshops at t h e f e s t i v a l had been 

i n t e r e s t i n g and i n s p i r i n g , t h e f o o d , t h e music and companionship 

had been s a t i s f y i n g and enjoyable,, 

I got i n my v e h i c l e and drove o f f w i t h the newly made signs,, I 

stopped at t h e f i r s t t u r n , and s t a r t e d t y i n g up t h e new s i g n , 

wondering f o r a moment where t h e o l d one; had gone. J u s t t h e n , a 

p i c k - u p t r u c k w i t h s e v e r a l men i n i t went, p a s t , and I had my 
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f i r s t sense of fear;; Were t h e s e t h e men who had t o r n down or 

defaced t h e s i g n s ? What might they do t o me f o r p u t t i n g them 

back up? I t i e d t he l o g g i n g t a p e t i g h t e r , and moved on t o t h e 

next i n t e r s e c t i o n „ 

The scene r e p e a t e d i t s e l f , and t h e sense of f e a r got s t r o n g e r 

w i t h each s i g n t h a t I had t o replace., In my mind I was f i g h t i n g 

a g a i n s t i t , , " T h i s i s my community," I s a i d , " I have l i v e d here 

in comradeship with the men and women h e r e f o r 19 y e a r s „ What 

c o u l d I have t o f e a r ? " And then I heard my h e a r t c r y out. 

The imp u l s e t h a t caused t h o s e persons t o d e f a c e and t e a r down and 

d e s t r o y the s i g n s f o r t h e Women's F e s t i v a l was t h e e x a c t same 

impul s e t h a t , taken a few s t e p s f u r t h e r , moved Marc Lapine t o 

shout f e m i n i s t s ! " and, w i t h his hatred kill f o u r t e e n women 

e n g i n e e r i n g s t u d e n t s i n Mon t r e a l l a s t December. And i t was 

happening i n the one p l a c e I had imagined t h a t I was s a f e . 

The wor l d i s changin g . The wo r l d i s changing a l l over t h e w o r l d . 

People of colour, women, a b o r i g i n a l , people, people from 

oppressive political regimes have all been a c t i v e l y s e e k i n g a 

more egalitarian s o c i e t y , a s o c i e t y t h a t i s not based on the 

e x p l o i t a t i o n of the many f o r t h e b e n e f i t of a few. We have been 

s e e k i n g a j u s t society,, One where t h e r e i s food, education,, and 

s a f e s h e l t e r f o r a l l , and g a i n f u l employment where h e a l t h , 

s a f e t y and the continuity of our p l a n e t a re c o n s i d e r e d . 
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Far same who have had more than t h e i r s h a r e of t h e we a l t h of t h e 

planet,, perhaps t h e r e i s some t h r e a t t o t h e i r o r d e r , but many see 

the b e n e f i t s of g r e a t e r s o c i a l democracy «»- l e s s p o v e r t y , l e s s 

violence l e s s w e l f a r e , and a stronger s o c i a l n e t. but for those who f e a r the emergence of a more e g a l i t a r i a n society,, where 

sexism and r a c i s m a re no l o n g e r t o l e r a t e d , where women and men 

have equal o p p o r t u n i t y and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i n t h e w o r l d , f o r t h o s e 

p e o p l e , v i o l e n c e i s s t i l l used as a means of c o n t r o l , , 

How have we r a i s e d our young t h a t t h e y can t h i n k t h a t t h o s e k i n d s 

of a c t i o n s a re a c c e p t a b l e b e h a v i o u r ? Where a r e we f a i l i n g i n our 

educational systems that our ability to communicate is so stifled that 

a l l some can do i s t o t e a r down and d e f a c e and d e s t r o y t h a t or 

thos e they don't understand,, And what does i t mean t o t h e r e s t 

of us? 

When w i l l men t u r n t o t h e i r b r o t h e r s and say, "Stop! That i s not 

the way I want t o l i v e ! " U n t i l men l e a r n and are w i l l i n g t o 

speak out t o each o t h e r on t h e s e i s s u e s , women and o t h e r 

d i s a d v a n t a g e d groups w i l l c o n t i n u e t o have t o s t r u g g e on t h e i r 

s m a l l but o f t e n e f f e c t i v e p a t h s on t h e i r own. 

At the s i n g a l o n g camp-fire F r i d a y n i g h t a t t h e f e s t i v a l , we sang 

"Bread and Roses", a song t h a t has grown and changed s i n c e i t was 

f i r s t sung i n memory of t h e women who d i e d i n a garment i n d u s t r y 



•factory f i r e because they were l o c k e d i n at t h e i r workstations,, 

One of the changes i n t h a t song i s i n t h e v e r s e t h a t now r e a d s : 

"As we come marching, marching, we b a t t l e t o o f o r men,, f o r they 

a r e women's comrades and we s t a n d as one w i t h them." When I s i n g 

t h a t v e r s e , I have f e l t proud, and have b e l i e v e d the sentiment,. 

The women i n t h i s community have been i n s t r u m e n t a l i n promoting 

t h e change. I t used t o r e a d , " f o r they a r e women's c h i l d r e n and 

we mother them a g a i n , " 

I t i s time f o r t h e r e s t of t h e men t o grow up and be worthy of 

t h a t change. To be worthy of s t a n d i n g a l o n g s i d e t h o s e of us who 

want t o make a b e t t e r w o r l d f o r us a l l t o l i v e i n p e a c e f u l l y , i n 

h e a l t h and h a p p i n e s s . And w i t h o u t f e a r . 

In hopes, Marcia Braundy 
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