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C A N A D A 

D E P A R T M E N T O F T H E S E C R E T A R Y O F S T A T E 

S E C R E T A R I A T D ' E T A T 

2nd F l o o r , 
15 25 West 8th Avenue, 
VANCOUVER, B.C. V6J 1T5 
16th A p r i l 1974. 

Ms. Virginia Clover, 
P r e s i d e n t , 
T r a i l Status of Women, 
310 Montcalm, 
TRAIL, B.C. 

Dear V i r g i n i a : 

Thanks f o r your l e t t e r of A p r i l 6th. I t was one of s e v e r a l 
we've re c e i v e d from B.C. Women's groups who were disappointed 
t h a t they were not i n v i t e d to the Kamloops workshop c o n s u l 
t a t i o n . We could have e a s i l y added 20 or more groups to the 
l i s t of i n v i t e e s but such a s i z e d meeting would not have 
allowed the i n f o r m a l format t h a t our o f f i c e planned f o r . 
As i t was, we s t i l l had t o d i v i d e i n t o s m a l l e r d i s c u s s i o n 
groups. 

I , and perhaps o t h e r s , would have p r e f e r r e d more time f o r 
a l l to be together r a t h e r than being s p l i t i n t o a number of 
groups. I apologize f o r not i n v i t i n g T r a i l but I must have 
misunderstood the r o l e of the West Kootenay Status of Women 
Counc i l ' s f u n c t i o n . We i n v i t e d a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e from there 
b e l i e v i n g t h a t i t was the umbrella group f o r your area and 
tha t the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e from the W.K.S.W. would be able to 
ca r r y information back t o a l l of the West Kootenay status 
groups. I f we were mistaken, please l e t us know. Anyway 
th a t ' s the past and I am more i n t e r e s t e d i n fu t u r e plans f o r 
meetings. 

I t was s t r o n g l y d e s i r e d by a l l those attending t h a t there 
should be o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r women's groups to meet, exchange 
ideas and have contacts w i t h other groups. So may I suggest 
th a t the T r a i l Status of Women get together w i t h Susan Charlton 
and Marcia Grosshard (both attended the workshop) and other 
women's groups and plan a r e g i o n a l workshop f o r the East and 
West Kootenays. You could approach our Department f o r help 
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i n such a p r o j e c t - you could i n v i t e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s from 
women's groups from other parts of B.C.-Yukon so there could 
be an interchange of i n f o r m a t i o n as you s t a t e d i n your 
l e t t e r . 

I can foresee such meetings happening i n Northern B.C.; 
Okanagan and I n t e r i o r ; Greater Vancouver and Fraser V a l l e y ; 
I s l a n d and the Coast - so that women i n those regions might 
a l s o have an opportunity t o exchange views, i d e a s , e t c . 
In a d d i t i o n people might consider p u t t i n g together a pro
v i n c i a l conference f o r I n t e r n a t i o n a l Women's Year, 1975. 
Let me know what you t h i n k of such an i d e a . 

One other t h i n g - we are hoping t o have a summer student 
compile a much needed up-to-date l i s t of women's groups i n 
B.C.-Yukon. I f you know of other groups, please send us contact 
names and addresses. As you know, i t i s a never-ending chore 
to keep t r a c k of people and addresses, as i t seems p a r t i c i 
pants are ever-changing and moving. In two or three weeks, 
we w i l l have copies of Kamloops C o n s u l t a t i o n notes a v a i l a b l e . 
Write our o f f i c e i f you would l i k e a copy. 

Looking forward to your r e p l y . . . . 

S i n c e r e l y . 

Carole Anne Soong, 
F i e l d Representative. 

cc: Susan Charlton 
Marcia Grosshard 
Arlene Ommundsen 


