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Women in Kootenay history 

M i n i n g on W i l d Horse Creek, J i m White, C h a r l i e Smith, P e t e Lum, T h e i r s a J o h n s o n . Alice Jowett 

w i n t e r a t the N a t i o n a l E x h i b i t i o n Centre i n C a s t l e g a r and a r e c u r r e n t l y on 
a c r o s s - c o u n t r y t o u r . The ph o t o s depict pion e e r women - f r i l l e d h a t s , b u t shotgun i n hand. I n t h e e a r l y 1900's,Alice Jowett s e t o u t from the c o a s t w i t h h e r two c h i l d r e n t o make a l i f e f o r h e r s e l f , 

She s e t t l e d i n T r o u t Lake and s t a r t e d 
a g e n e r a l s t o r e . S o o n she was making 

by Donna Cab e l d u Cumming 

D a v i d Thompson i s w e l l known i n 
t h i s a r e a f o r h i s e x p l o r a t i o n s . 
There's even a u n i v e r s i t y c e n t r e named 
f o r him. 

L e s s known, however, i s the f a c t 
t h a t d u r i n g h i s t r a v e l s he was o f t e n 
accompanied by h i s w i f e , C h a r l o t t e 
S m a l l . 

I t i s documented t h a t d u r i n g 
Thompson's e x p l o r a t i o n s to t h i s a r e a 
i n 1807, C h a r l o t t e and t h e i r t h r e e 
s m a l l c h i l d r e n were w i t h the p a r t y as 
f a r as the Columbia R i v e r . C h a r l o t t e 
S m a l l was a Cree I n d i a n woman from 
e a s t e r n Canada and a s k i l l e d n a v i g a t o r . 
What p a r t d i d she p l a y i n the e x p l o r ­
a t i o n o f t h i s area? 

C o u l d i t be s i m i l a r t o the r o l e 
p l a y e d by Sacajawea, a n o t h e r I n d i a n 
woman whose l e a d e r s h i p and n a v i g a t i o n a l 
s k i l l s were v i t a l t o the e x p l o r a t i o n s 
o f Lewis and C l a r k ? 

Only r e c e n t l y has her i m p o r t a n c e 
been r e c o g n i z e d . She was s o l d as a 
s l a v e t o a f u r t r a d i n g company and 
worked f o r Lewis and C l a r k . T h e i r 
r e c o g n i t i o n o f her s k i l l s l e d them t o 
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